                                                 Secretary’s Report 2017-18
In this report I present overview of yearly activities. The details are as follows:
Tournaments

Following tournaments were held under the auspices of Bridge Association (U.P.):
1. 47th UP State Championship at Dehradun 2017
2. Sir Padmapat Singhania Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2018
3. 32nd Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2018
4. 8th Alexander Club Invitational Bridge Tournament at Meerut 2018
AK Sinha selected in Asian Games Squad
 It’s a matter of immense pride for the association that Sri AK Sinha has been selected to represent India in Asian Games 2018 at Jakarta, Indonesia.  Sri Sinha also represented India in the Asia Cup held at Goa in 2018.
Junior Bridge

Sri Ajay Garg , Chairman Junior bridge, organized a talk for students of Sharda University, Greater Noida. Sri TC Pant, Jt. Secretary BFI, kindly agreed to speak about bridge to the students. Unfortunately we couldn’t get much traction out of this talk where initially about 100 students were present. We will continue our efforts to take the game to juniors.
Bridge at Johri Village, Baghpat district
I am pleased to announce that Johri bridge players are showing continuous improvement in their bridge skills are giving encouraging performances. Some of their better performances are:
a. Dheeraj Kumar & Rajeev Kumar topped first session of pairs event at Nainital 2017 though they finished 24th overall.
b. Dheeraj Kumar won best local pair prize at Meerut 2018

c. Narendra Kumar & Vipin Kumar finished 6th in Special Pairs at Delhi Gymkhana 2018 and won a prize.

d. Dheeraj Kumar & Yashpal Singh did well in the IMP pairs at Bhartia 2018
To encourage them Sri KK Modi has sponsored an all expenses paid trip to Goa Bridge Festival 2018. BAUP is grateful to Sri Modi for this noble gesture.
New Trophy at State Championship

Sri Ajay Vaish has kindly agreed to institute a trophy for best non UP team at State Championship in memory of his father Late Sahu Ravi Prakash. The sponsorship amount is Rs 10000/-.
State Championship Trophies

a. The flagship Duplicate event is sponsored by Sri Ajay Garg who has come forward to institute the duplicate trophy in the name of his father Late Sri Rajendra Kumar Gargya with sponsorship amount of Rs 50000 per year for five years. 
Current holders: The 2017 winners are Menace, Moradabad (Ajay Vaish, Deepak Kothiwal, Pankaj Mehta, Pradeep Anand Singh)

b. The trophy  instituted by Sri Arvind Prasad in memory of his father Late Sri Madhava Prasad since last year has been given to Silver Duplicate winners with a sponsorship amount of Rs 10000 per year. 
Current holders: The 2017 winners are Maya Meera (Vijay Goel, Sunil Bhatia, TC Pant, Asha Sharma)

c. Sri JK Lohia has come forward to institute the trophy in his name on a lifetime basis to be given to best UP pair with an initial sponsorship amount of Rs 25000 per year. This trophy would remain till the time UP State Championship exists.
Current holders: The 2017 winners are PP Agarwalla & SK Bagchi (Singrauli)
d. VK Chaube Trophy  instituted by Chaube family goes to highest masterpoint grosser in a calendar year. The winner gets the trophy and Rs 5000/-. The runners up and third position holders get Rs 3000/- and Rs 2000/-. Current holder: The 2017 winner is AK Sinha (Lucknow). The second place went to Deepak Kothiwal & Ajay Vaish (Moradabad) jointly. 
Playing Achievements
a. International/Bridge Federation of India (BFI) events/ All India Events

 Trophy Winners: 1. AK Sinha won 4th Kr Murli Manohar Memorial at Nainital 2017
 Runners Up/SF: 1. AK Sinha finished Runners UP in Ruia Gold at 59th Winter Nationals at Vizag 2017
                            2. CP Agarwal & Pullak Garga finished Runners UP in Pairs at Nainital 2017
                            3. AK Sinha played SF at Delhi Gymkhana 2018
Others            : 1. Garj (Maj Gen VK Rattan, Wg Cdr GK Johri, SK Garg, Kamal Agarwal) finished 8th at Nainital             

                           2017 
                        2. Maj Gen VK Rattan & SK Garg finished 4th in Pairs at Nainital 2017  
                          3. AK Sinha qualified for round of 16 in Kalani Teams and Finals of Holkar Pairs at 15th Yeshwant  

                           Rao Holkar Memorial at Indore 2018

                    4. Bridge Lovers (Mukul Goel, RA Siddiqui, Arun Srivastava, TP Khare, RP Narain) finished 6th and 
                            Gems of UP (Sanjay Amist, Amar Bose) finished 8th at 32nd Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial at 
                               Kanpur 2018. In Silver Rajjan, Allahabad (BN Agarwal, Bal Agarwal, Deepak Chatterjee, Anisul      

                            Haq) finished 4th and AK Sinha finished 5th.  In pairs Amar Bose got 10th prize.
                  5. AK Sinha finished 9th in Singhania Pairs event at Kanpur 2018
            6. AK Sinha qualified for Rund of 16 at 10th Mohan Lal Bhartia Grand Prix at Sahibabad 2018

                    7. Shantanu Rastogi & Wg Cdr Johri finished 4th  and Anand Srivasatava & Anup Kumar 7th in pairs                                         

                      7th Steel Strips Open at Chandigarh 2018  
                      8. Four for Bridge (Mukul Gupta, TP Khare) finished 4th and Agarwals (AK Sinha, IK Agarwal, Sushil      

                       Agarwal) finished 7th in 6th Himachal Open at Solan 2018
                    9. Four for Bridge (Mukul Gupta, TP Khare, SA Abbasi) & Rohit Wrappers (Ajay Vaish, Deepak 

                        Kothiwal, Kr Vijaynand Singh, Pradeep Anand Singh) reached Super League of 

                        Madhava Prasad Memorial at Corbett Park 2018.   
b. State Level Events

Trophy Winners: 1. ML Jain & SK Jain won 8th Alexander Athletic Club Open Pairs  at Meerut 2018
                                2. Lucknow Club (Wg Cdr GK Johri, Anup Kumar, Pravin Agarwal, SA Abbasi) won Inter 

                                Club Championship  at Bhopal 2018
Others               : 1. AK Sinha, Jus BP Singh, CP Agarwal, Pullak Garg finished 4th in Alexander Club Open 
                               Duplicate at Meerut 2018
                              2. HK Girdhar & Ravinder Singh finished 4th in Alexander Club Open Pairs at Meerut 2018
Finances

The association’s finances are adequate. In 2017 we made a new FD of Rs 50000/- taking total savings in form of FDs to close to Rs 380000/-. The increase in sponsorship amount from Trophies enables us to carry out various activities. Despite not holding selection trials for Inter State Championship we have committed close to Rs 40000/-  towards entry fee and expenses of the team/pairs representing UP in Inter State Championships.
Before I end I would like to  thank Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, for his support & guidance. I also am grateful for the cooperation I receive from UP players to smoothly run the affairs of association.
Shantanu Rastogi 
Hony Secretary
